
SHARED AUTHORITY

C I A R A N  O ’ N E I L L  &  G E O R G I N A  L A R A G Y  |  T R I N I T Y  C O L L E G E  D U B L I N

&  P U B L I C  H I S T O R Y

1



STRUCTURE

What Is Public History?1

SHARED AUTHORITY

Sharing Authority2
A Shared History? 1916 In 20163 Questions4

2



What Is Public History?1

Achill Island, Co. Mayo. C Sweeney ‘Postcards and Public History, NLI
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“Public history refers to the employment of historians and historical method outside of academia”. 

 Robert Kelly (1978)
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Public Historians, like entrepreneurs, must be collaborators… a public historian curating a museum 

exhibit must collaborate with designers, donors, other historians, boards of directors, interpreters, 

and audiences  

Shelley Bookspan (2006)
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Public History is a term that emerged in the United States in the 1970s and later spread 

to Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the UK, and latterly in a wider European context. It 

has at least three distinguishing features: 

1. It is present centred: a ‘usable past’ 

2. It is collaborative 

3. It is aimed at wide, non-academic audiences
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Sharing Authority?2
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AUTHORITY

From where does it derive?

Historian, Romila Thapar, at her desk in 

New Delhi (2015)

8



AUTHORITY

From where does it derive?

Catherine Corless, Tuam, 2014
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M FRISCH, A SHARED AUTHORITY: ESSAYS ON THE CRAFT AND MEANING OF ORAL AND PUBLIC HISTORY (1990)

Michael Frisch distinguishes between ‘sharing authority’ and ‘a shared authority’, the former 

implies that historians have authority and have a duty to share that expertise with a wide public. 

the term ‘a shared authority’ applies is when traditional historical authorities and the public 

share in the interpretive and meaning-making process "by definition."

SHARED AUTHORITY
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meaning-making


A Shared History? 1916 In 20163

Gearoid O’Dea, Le Chéile I Ngruaig (2016)
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COMMEMORATION LAUNCH (2015)
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COMMEMORATION LAUNCH (2015)
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EASTER PARADE (2016)
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GLASNEVIN WALL UNVEILING, 3 APRIL 2016. PHOTO: CYRIL BYRNE15



MARY HANNON (10) WEARS HER GREAT-GRANDFATHER’S OLD IRA SERVICE MEDAL, WITH LIEUT STEPHEN CUNNINGHAM AND SGT AMY HOPKINS. 
PHOTOGRAPH: ERIC LUKE/THE IRISH TIMES, JAN 13 2016.

16



It is too early to deconstruct the Ireland 2016 programme, but we can say that the 2016 

commemoration platform had some distinguishing features, including: 

1. A widespread diversification of the definition of a 1916 ‘participant’, incorporating for the 

first time, an inclusion of women, children, casualties, and non-combatants 

2. It was distinctively personal/immersive in tone 

3. It was forward-looking
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Rebellion 

RTE/Zodiak, Jan-Feb, 2016 

In January 2016 the Irish state broadcaster, 

RTE, aired its flagship centenary 5-part 

drama series, Rebellion, to mixed reviews 

nationally. The series re-told the rebellion of 

1916 with two crucial differences: it told it 

through the lives of three young women, 

and emphasized the impact of the rebellion 

on ordinary lives in the capital city of 

Dublin. As such, and despite the lukewarm 

reception, Rebellion is indicative of the 

broad themes o f the 2016 centenary 

programme. It re-told a familiar story, but 

foregrounded women and civilians within an 

updated traditional narrative intended for 

broad public consumption 
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To think men & women gave their lives so the Irish could sit around moaning about a 

TV show with their imaginary friends online. #rebellion (@colmtobin). 
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https://twitter.com/hashtag/rebellion?src=hash


These Rooms 

85/86 Dorset St, Sept-Oct, 2016 

An Anú/Coiscéim production, These Rooms 

will creates a live performance and film 

installation incorporating dance, theatre 

and v isual ar t based on an h istor ica l 

incident in Dublin's North King Street in 

April 1916, that resulted in the killing of 15 

civilian men. 

20



The Museum of August Destiny 

Lismore Castle, July-September, 2016 

Modelled on the ‘personal museum’, the 

curator, Emily Mark FitzGerald, invited 6 

artists to respond respond to one of six 

‘visions’ of Irish destiny set out in the 

P r o c l a m a t i o n : ( 1 ) s o v e r e i g n t y a n d 

‘unfettered control of Irish destinies’; (2) 

religious and civil liberty; (3) equal rights 

and opportunit ies for c i t izens; (4) the 

pursuit of happiness and prosperity of  the 

whole nat ion and al l of i ts parts; (5) 

cherishing the children of the nation; and 

(6) oblivion of the differences ‘which have 

divided a minority from the majority in the 

past’. 
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Women of 1916 

Richmond Barracks, March, 2016 

The 77 Women Commemoration Quilt 
project is designed to create a conversation 

between the women of 1916 and women 

living in Ireland today. A group of 77 

women were invited to creatively respond to 

the stories of the 77 women imprisoned in 

R i chmond Ba r racks . Th i s g roup was 

selected to reflect the diversity of women’s 

experience in contemporary Ireland. The 

two layers of stories, those from 100 years 

ago and those of our own time have been 

brought together in a Quilt which was 

unveiled as part of the commemoration 

ceremony for the women of 1916 on the 8th 

March 2016.  
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Problematic commemoration 
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Bawnboy, Cavan 

1916 Commemorative Garden, 12 May 2017 

T h e o f f i c i a l o p e n i n g o f t h e 1 9 1 6 

commemorat ive Garden took p lace at 

Bawnboy Workhouse on Friday 12th May, a 

very special thanks to the very talented 

students from St Aidan's NS Bawnboy, St 

Mogues Col lege Bawnboy, Bal lyconnel l 

Central NS, St Patricks NS Corlough & St 

Mogues NS Currin and to their teachers, 

also to the musicians who preformed on the 

day. In conjunction with Bawnboy Tidy 

Towns Committee & Bawnboy Workhouse 

Committee we wish to thank everyone who 

was involved to make it a very special day. 

The day was a great success, a fantastic 

gathering of community to remember those 

who died in the 1916 rising.
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MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES, BAWNBOY, CO. CAVAN, 12 MAY 2017



1916 CEREMONY, BAWNBOY, CO. CAVAN, 12 MAY 2017



Questions?4

Mick O’Dea, The Foggy Dew, RHA (2016) 
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